
Hello SJPPNS Families,  

This article will be my last as 

SJPPNS President.  Iõve had a 

great and sometimes trying time as 

President.  It was a 

terrific learning ex-

perience.  I want to 

thank all the people 

who were on both 

the 2008 -2009 and 

2009 -2010 Boards 

with me.  My job was 

infinitely easier be-

cause of these dedi-

cated people.  

It is difficult to believe that sum-

mer will ever come as I write this 

article, watching the rain come 

down outside.  I am thankful that 

we have had a wet and snowy win-

ter to refill our reservoirs but I 

am now ready for warmer, sunnier 

weather!  Our summers have run 

the gambit in terms of activities.  

One summer Ben attended camps 

with Skyhawks and the YMCA.  

Another summer we tried to cut 

costs by running our own òcampó at 

home.  That summer I planned ac-

tivities each week and we had our 

newly graduated 4 -day friends 

over to participate.  We also spent 

lots of days at the park that sum-

mer.  Last year we were fortunate 

enough to go on a two week vaca-

tion.  We camped on the Northern 

California and Oregon coasts, made 

our way to Seattle (for a heat wave if 

you can believe it!) and then back home 

through Central Oregon.  We rented a 

tent trailer for this trip rather than 

use our regular tent.  

It sure made things 

easier and more 

comfortable.  I 

would definitely con-

sider doing it again.  

This summer we are 

returning to camps.  

Jesse will start his 

summer at SJPPNS 

summer school while 

Ben attends a vaca-

tion bible camp at the Methodist 

church on Minnesota.  If you havenõt 

heard, vacation bible camps are with-

out a doubt the most cost friendly 

camps around.  I encourage you to 

check them out if you 

are interested in 

camps.  Also look into 

camps through San 

Jose Parks and Rec-

reation.  Ben will be 

attending a Lego 

camp at the Willow 

Glen Community Cen-

ter.  They have a 

wide variety of 

classes/camps for a 

wide range of ages.  

One camp I am ex-

cited to be trying 

this year is Rock It 

Science in Santa Clara.  This is for 

children five and older.  It sounds 

like a lot of fun with a little learning 

tossed in for good measure.  Lastly 

on the camp scene, Jesse will be at-

tending a Skyhawks Mini Hawks 

camp.  For those who donõt know 

Skyhawks conducts sports camps at 

local parks.  The Mini Hawks camp is 

for kids 4 -7 and they get to play 

baseball, basketball, and soccer dur-

ing the week.  It is lots of fun and 

kept age appropriate.  Check it out if 

your kids like sports.  

I know if sounds like a lot of sched-

uled activities but perhaps the most 

important activities for our family 

this summer will be the weekend 

camping trips, the afternoons at the 

pool, and the days at home where our 

boys just play.  We like to have 

friends over for play 

dates or rendezvous 

at the park.  Summer 

is a time for getting 

wet, a little dirty 

digging in the garden, 

and sticky eating 

popsicles or ice 

cream.  Bring out 

those toys that have 

been stuffed away in 

storage, make some 

play dough, or find 

some empty boxes to 

decorate.  Whatever 

you do, have fun!!  
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Where has the year gone?  At Hello 

Time last week I started to say what we 

were doing next and Patrick said with a 

glum look on his face  òI know, you are 

going to give us homework.ó  Puzzled, I 

asked why he thought that and he said 

òBecause we are going to start kinder-

garten in a couple of weeks.ó  I assured 

him there were lots of weeks before 

kindergarten.  We have many weeks of 

summer and I hope this article can help 

you with some ideas to make the most 

of it.  

To start, keep your children and your-

selves well fed and rested.  Stay to a 

schedule as often as you can.  Kids 

thrive on routine.  Also, though it is 

tempting, keep the computer games and 

TV to a minimum.  The American Acad-

emy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends 

that kids under 2 years old not watch 

any TV and that those older than 2 

watch no more than 1 to 2 hours a day 

of quality programs or computer 

games/programs.  Instead try one or 

more of the following:   

¶ Send your child outside with a 

brush and water in a bucket and let 

them paint anything they like ð the 

house, the dog, the trees, the side-

walk oré.  They love this and there 

is nothing to wash up after unless 

they paint the dirt.  

¶ Scavenger hunts can be indoors or 

out.  Hunt for anything  -  shapes, 

rocks, or matching socks.  Throw in 

some math and writing and count 

the findings.  Teacherõs trick - 

clean up can be made into a scaven-

ger hunt and a speed contest.  Donõt 

tell!  

¶ Let your child choose and plant a 

flower or vegetable in a garden or 

pot.  Let him take care of it and 

watch it grow.  Discuss what is hap-

pening to it and why.  See Garden-

ing with Children at 

http://www.eartheasy.com/grow_ga

rdening_children.htm  for some 

great ideas.  

¶ Don't have a pool? Play water tag 

with spray bottles!   

¶ Playing a board game, especially one 

with counting such as Hi Ho Cherry 

- O, is a great way to keep up on 

math skills as well as have fun.   

¶ If you or your neighbors have spare 

lemons as many of us do a lemonade 

stand is an opportunity for hands on 

learning at its best!  (If you donõt 

have lemons give me a call.)  Have 

your child make a plan to get the 

cognitive wheels turning. Children 

practice math and science skills by 

measuring, tasting,  and mixing the 

lemonade) as well as social skills 

when they interact with customers.  

¶ Camp at home  - indoors or out.  

Inside turn out the lights and play 

flashlight tag.  

¶ Take a nature walk close to home.  

Some sheets of paper folded over 

and stapled can be used to take 

nature notes with pictures, words, 

or scribbles.  

¶ In a crafty mood?  Need a coloring 

page or a kid friendly recipe?  

Check out the activities at the 

DLTK site  http://www.dltk -

holidays.com/summer/index.html  

¶ PreschoolRock.com has lots of sug-

gestions for fun activities. 

http://activities.preschoolrock.com

/  

¶ Use Google or Yahoo (Hi Brad :) for 

searches for children summer ac-

tivities for more suggestions  

 

Ready to leave the house?   

¶ Stay connected with your SJPPNS 

pals. Share plans for an outing via 

Yahoo Groups.  Anyone can set up 

an Alumni group.  If you have a 

great idea for the day chances are 

someone will want to join you.  

¶ Go to the library.  Exploring books 

on your own is fun.  Participating in 

story times is a wonderful way to 

encourage a love of reading among 

children. You can learn new ways to 

share stories with your children. 

Many story times are interactive, 

using puppets, finger plays, songs, 

crafts, or other activities that en-

hance the experience. Your library 

may also present special story time 

events. -  

http://www.sjlibrary.org/gateways/

kids/storytimes/index.htm  

¶ Hidden Villa -  

http://www.hiddenvilla.org/  and 

Happy Hollow are wonderful places 

to visit.   

¶ Take a trip to McClellan Ranch in 

Cupertino or to Mountain Viewõs 

Rancho San Antonio and Deer Hol-

low Farm - 

http://www.openspace.org/activitie

s/deer_hollow_farm.asp  

¶ Have a picnic and visit a park. For a 

list of parks see: 

http://www.parkhere.org/portal/sit

e/parks/  

 

How about a camp?  Raymond Duncan, 

philosopher and brother of Isadora, 

said long ago 'A lot of parents pack up 

their troubles and send them off to 

summer camp.'  While we would never 

describe our kids as troublesome, a 

break can be lots of fun for your pre-

schooler and provide a little sanity time 

for you.   Our kids are a bit young for 

overnighters with strangers but there 

are many possibilities for day camps.   

¶ If you somehow missed the flyer ð 

visit our website at 

http://sanjoseparents.org/  for a 

copy of our summer camp flyer.  

¶ The Parks and Rec department has 

a variety of classes and activities - 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/prns/  
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¶ Check out the YMCA.  They have been doing 

camps for a long time  -  http://www.ymcasv.org/  

¶ YSI Science and Nature Explorers has day camps 

for children starting at age 3 ½ born before 

January 1, 2007  http://www.ysi -

ca.org/Programs/Programs.html  

¶ Camp Galileo is a summer day camp with hands-on 

curriculum developed in partnership with The 

Tech Museum of Innovation, de Young Museum 

and Klutz.  They are open to children who will be 

5 by December 1  

http://www.galileo -

learning.com/camp -

galileo/index.html  

Whatever you decide to do ð have a 

fabulous summer and donõt fret 

about the homework!   

Summer is in the airé.I can feel it coming and I am very 

EXCITED. Many of us have lots of things planned for the 

summer time, swimming lessons, summer camps, beach trips, vacations, camping, visiting with family, and enjoying the great 

outdoors. As the Field Trip Coordinator for the previous 3 years, I have ran into lots of potential activities or events that  we 

have not be able to incorporate as field trips, so I thought that I would share with you some of my GREAT finds so that you 

can schedule your own selection of family field trips. Here is a list of a few that I found interesting and plan to try to sc hed-

ule for my family this summer:  

 

Seymour Marine Discovery Center  

Visit a working marine laboratory including exhibit halls, aquarium, touch tanks, tours to marine mammal research overlook, 

Ocean Discovery Shop, and unsurpassed vistas of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Hold a sea star, marvel at the 

world's largest whale skeleton, see full -size elephant seal sculptures, and think like a scientist! There is a Science Sunday 

scheduled on 5/16/10 from 1 -2 PM which is designed to make science interesting and òuser friendlyó for everyone. 

100 Shaffer Road  

Santa Cruz, CA 95060  

831-459 -3800  

http://seymourcenter/ucsc.edu/  

 

Natural Bridges National State Park  

Natural Bridges is very close to the Seymour Marine Center and it would be a nice combination to visit the Seymour Marine 

Center and then picnic at the beach. This beach, with its famous natural bridge, is an excellent place to view shore and ocea n 

birds, migrating whales, and seals and otters playing offshore. Further along the beach, tide pools offer a glimpse of life b e-

neath the sea. Low tides reveal sea stars, crabs, sea anemones, and other colorful ocean life. The park also includes areas o f 

coastal scrub meadows, with bright native wildflowers in the spring. Moore Creek flows down to the ocean through these 

meadows, forming wetlands in the sand.  

Naural Bridges State Beach is world -renowned for its yearly migration of monarch butterflies. Visitors can see thousands dur-

ing the butterflies' peak season. The best time to see monarchs in the park is usually from mid -October to late January. 

www.santacruzstateparks.org/parks/natbridges/  
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Monarch Grove Sanctuary  

Pacific Grove is a seaside community on the Monterey Peninsula, which is famous for sheltering over wintering monarch butter-

flies. Every October, thousands of fluttering monarchs arrive from the north and are protected in a special microclimate of 

eucalyptus trees and Monterey pines.  

During their over wintering season from mid -October through mid -February, clusters of monarch butterflies can be viewed at 

the city park which is open from sunrise to sundown and is free for all visitors. The best time to see the monarchs is noon t o 

3:00 p.m. when the sun is shining brightest on their trees and when a docent is always on duty.  

www.pgmuseum.org 

California Theatre Center  

The California Theatre Center was founded in 1976 with the purposes of creating quality theatrical experiences for youth and 

families; instilling an early appreciation of literature and the fine arts in tomorrow's artists and citizens; and providing out-

standing educational opportunities and training in the theatre arts.  The CTC Summer Theatre Conservatory trains over 400 

young people, ages six to eighteen, in theatre skills each summer at up to ten different sites in the Santa Clara Valley. CTC  

Summer Rep, runs during June and July, presents three or four plays in repertory.  This is the theatre that we have attended 

this year as a field trip, and it has been fabulous.  

408 -245 -2978  

www.ctcinc.org  

Peninsula Youth Theatre  

The Peninsula Youth Theatre teaches elementary aged kids to create a production for kids ð from rehearsing to designing to 

making their own costumes and sets.   Each class ends with a free, outdoor performance that is open to the public.   Since its 

inception in 1999, thousands of families have brought a picnic dinner and enjoyed the show put on by these talented young peo-

ple ð many of whom are performing for the very first time.   A perfect way to introduce your child to live theater!  They also 

have performances on stage and the next one is Seussical the Musical scheduled for May 15 -23, 2010. See the website for 

additional details.  

www.pytnet.org  

Palo Alto Childrenõs Theatre 

Palo Alto Children's Theatre (PACT) exists to nurture the intellectual, artistic, and personal development of children and 

youth through multi -arts education, performing opportunities, and extraordinary theatre experiences.   We believe process and 

product are of equal importance and aim to create excellent theatre for young audiences.  

Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Factory  

Tucked away in Chinatown San Francisco you will find this fortune cookie factory, and the aroma of the fresh fortune cookies 

will draw you in. This factory has been supplying fortune cookies to Chinatown and around the world since 1962. Within a few 

paces of the entrance you can see fortune cookies being made right in front of you.  

www.sanfranciscochinatown.com  

Gizdich Ranch  

For many families, it is a summer ritual to visit this popular ranch, which offers pick your own strawberries, boysenberries,  

raspberries, and apples. As well as an annual Apple Butter Festival featuring a pumpkin patch and hayrides on the third Satur-

day of October.  

www.gizdich-ranch.com 

These are just a few of my favorite finds, and I hope that you will get the opportunity to enjoy some of them this summer. 

Other ideas that have crossed my mind for summertime fun are those of geocaching where you use your GPS system to find a 

hidden treasure (I plan on trying this), backyard camping (which we do every summer), and spending time giving back to a char-

ity that you would like to donate your time as a family. I hope that this article has inspired you to move away from the trad i-

tional summer activities and to open up your minds to explore more of what is out there, because there is SOOOO much to 

offer. Enjoy your adventures and I am sure that your sweet kiddos will too.  
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2010 - 2011 School Year Updates  

Hello everyone.   Enrollment for next fall is successfully under way.   All classes are full with long wait lists.  

Notification  of enrollment status for the 2010 - 2011 school year  went out the beginning  of March to new and alumni fami-

lies.  All current families can check the class lists which have been posted in the office.   If any of you have any questions, l et 

us know. 

 FORMS....FORMS...FORMS...FORMS  

 Updated enrollment and health forms are now available on the school website at www.sanjoseparents.org .  Registration forms 

are due along with the first tuition installment (first 2 for 4 -Day) no later than April 30, 2010.   Please make sure to get your  

forms and money turned in on time to hold your spot for next year.  

 Thank you, 

 Kelly Campagna     Tracey Maytum  

VP Membership     Membership Chair  

kelly_campagna@sbcglobal.net   tmaytum@gmail.com 

 

*Fees/Tuition subject to change for 2010 - 2011  

 
These costs for fees/dues are due at Orientation.  All fees and dues are non -refundable.  

 

 

Class                   * Monthly Payment             * Fees & Dues Total        

1Day   $65     $120  

2 Day                             $130                              $245     

3 Day                             $165                              $265  

4 Day                             $200                              $285  

A full yearõs tuition is discounted 5% when paid by September 30, 2010. 
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